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involved behind the scenes in the whole of the political
developments was revealed to me at a meeting with Brau-
chitsch at which I was accompanied by Baron von Radowitz,
the German Consul General at Danzig, with whom I was
on friendly terms. At' this talk, which took place a few
days before the Rohm affair and the party *'purge,** von
Brauchitsch explained to-us the motives for the Reichswehr's
attitude. The army leaders had no intention of tolerating
the playing at soldiers of the National Socialist Storm
Troops, or of allowing Herr Rohm's amateurish schemes
to complicate their carefully prepared rearmament plans.
They were going to stop any attempts to follow the example
of the Italian blackshirts, who had forced the army to
incorporate entire Fascist formations. Such interference
would impair the necessary high standard of the new
Wehrmacht (armed forces). Rearmament was too serious
and difficult a business to permit the participation of
drunkards and homosexuals.

It was clear to me that von Radowitz did not relish these
blunt words. Moreover, they contradicted what the General
had told me at Konigsberg six months previously. At that
time he made our political .troubles the reason for the
Reichswehr's refusal to intervene, depicting them as tedious
civilian quarrels which did not interest the military men;
now, however, he declared that the army's real mission was
imperilled. -

Later I took the opportunity to express my satisfaction
at finding the Reichswehr taking over entire responsibility
for developments. Von Brauchitsch denied emphatically
that they were doing so. They were only teaching some
people a lesson and trying to restore order. He said, in effect:

"Under no circumstances can there be any question of a
military dictatorship. It would only attract the attention
of the politicians of the entire world and make our relations
with them impossible. It would probably mean the end of
o#r rearmament. We want political wings ibr owe stage.
We shall be quite content to see -the persons occupying the
centre of that stage not taken too seriously, and to listen every
couple of months or so to prophecies of the fall of the present
regime. To a certain extent we welcome the emergence bf